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"Moors" (Hindustani). He thus needed no interpreter
for the task he had undertaken, and, as regarded the
Persian affidavits, used none.

The second fact to be mentioned is that till the year 1835,
when the 5 and 6 Will. IV. c. 62 was passed, the taking
of voluntary affidavits, not in any judicial proceedings,
but for the purpose of attesting matters of fact which
any one wished to authenticate was very common. For
instance Clavering, Monson and Francis, made an affi-
davit as I have already related, that they never had any
intention to take Nuncomar out of custody by force.
One of the letters of Impey already referred to incloses
affidavits about a contract in which Francis maliciously
suggested he had a corrupt interest. Such affidavits
were in no sense judicial acts. They were not sworn in
judicial proceedings. To commit perjury in them was
not a crime, but merely a lie upon oath. They were
usually sworn before magistrates to give them an appear-
ance of importance, but any one whatever might swear
such an affidavit with just as much legal effect as the
Chief Justice of the Queen's Bench, and its legal effect
was in no way dependent upon the place in which it was
sworn. Impey's act in taking affidavits at Lucknow
about the disturbances at Benares, had no greater and no
less legal significance than his asking the deponents
whether what they said was true would have had. As
far as the law went l any private person might have
administered the oath as well as he. His office and
dignity no doubt put on record the fact that the oath
was taken with more emphasis than Middleton or Hannay

1 Two of the affidavits were sworn before Hastings who, however, was
a justice of the peace. There was much discussion about voluntary
affidavits on the trial of Lord Cochrane.